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LOOW silo demolition revives fear 
Residents gave up 
fighting radiation 
% USA AUG 
-)'.- 

LgWFlYlN 
lsodvn m c h  
metal box silently ti& off invMle P8*b 
a4 radiation. 

From her front door, MR. Olipbant EM 
fook beyond the box to the concrete silo a 
qum of a mile away, its plain gray mass 
diering no hint d the ndionctive uranium it 
beldtorQYern., 

Not the ~ ~ + m k d d e d  walls of the 
tower are fiIllag, md Mrs. Olipbmt watches 
tbe a, and the box, .itb a p p r e h ~ .  

"It gives me an rmew feeling," rbe Says. 
"1 mDdu bow mu& (radiation) ir m a p  
hlg." 

NotcllDpohto~IngerthebulthofpcP 
* ~ I t u b y , ~ ~ d t h e U . S . D c p v t  

f ma4 ucartacr &tea 
government admitted baa to 1W%XTblt 

the fama . M e  Ontario m a n ?  Works 
war a dnmplng pound for radboachve waste 
fmm tbe Manhattan Pmject that created the 
atomic h b .  

But midents d ,the Icwiston and Porter 

i 
fumhnd t k e r i t c u c l r o t ~  
-irbEDzgEi?totheirDeighbMIrod 
~ m a n d n d l e c u n c a r .  

'mere u.1 latofotc.kDes8. young people 
rith kukemu," u y s  M ~ r g  June Lavender, r 
Portu&nterBoldrendgt 

"It mcms fa every otha house tbe~  are 
paplewithcureet." 

A 1982 study by a State Universiq of Buffa. 
bnseucherfwnduneerkvelsmtbeLe- 
*-Pmter uer m bighu than eomnty, 
h t e  or Eltionnl norms. It did Ilot make the 
two cancer operations and chemotherapy lng 
easier for Mrs. Lavendu to endure. 

I 
7pi6ta1 James J. h m b u d i  

k h e v e ~  the nte rill be less dangerous once 
tbc toner and its contents are buried, but 
worries about an east wind last week that 
ru Mowing dust from tbe dlo toward Lewis- 
ton 

Counciiwomrn Joan Gipp angrily de. 
xmnces the tower demdition as endangering 
the community and advises toy residents. 
"Don't breathe for two months 

Kost of the few dozen families w i t h  a 
mile of the silo have lived there for many 
years. 'pey moved in long before cbe silo's 
mdioacttve contents became common howl. 
edge,, long lyfom Lewiston officals began 

Betsy Oliphnt mnds by the mdisdon monkor pfaeed on hor S m n n  Rosd propsrty by 
the gowmmont. Th. mighbon have watched tha b k a  Ontario Ordwnm Worka silo 
MI tod..tructkn hrd*numtlng project. T h e ~ w n t h . d u m p h y ( ~ n d f o r  
ndi& vrrt. from th. Manhatten Project. I 

com~hinizu about tbc rite fa tbe mid-LOtOs 
S& JOW& lived on the U ) O W  property 

!mfore the U:S. Army dislodged WO famihes 
s W2 to bwld a TNT plant on lrnd covered 
witb orchards 

After the war, tbe Army sold off most of the 
7500 a m  it had required, and Sam Jowdv 
mtnmed. 

"Nobody at that time redly knew ah.1 was 
wer there," be says. 

Later they foudd out tbe silo was just the 
most visible symbol of mespread radioac- 
tive contaminahon. 

Radioactive liquid had been poured on the 
ground and waste buried over more than 
1,100 acres. Contaminated mi1 bad to be re- 
moved from SCA Chemical Services on 
Balmer Road, Modeni Landfill on Pletcber 
Road, and the Town of Lewton htghway ga- 
rage on Rarold Road 

Almost a l l  the LOOK site's radioactive 
material now lies m concrete foundations, 
covered by clay. 

"It was supposed to be temporary stor. 

age," Jowdy says. "Theg said tbeg were 
going to remove it. md  they didn't do it. 
What more can you my?" 

His neighbors agree. They don't have much 
anger W Pfter iighting fruitlessly for ow4 
a decade. 

"We tried for a while to get it out of there. 
but everybody gave ~lp because there seemed 
to be nothing we could do," Jill l&ue, who 
l ive  m Portu.Cf!nter b a d ,  says. "Even 
though it bothers us md  we're afraid of it." 

Residents believe they've been double- 
whammied; north of the LOOW site lie the 
hazardous waste lalidfills of SCA, their toxic 
chemical contents causing as much concern 
as the energy department's waste. 

"I don't think anybody likes having that 
stuff - any of this stuff - in our back yard." 
Mrs. Ohpham says. "I used to get pretty riled 
up about it. but after a while you Bind of ac- 
cept it 

"I'd like tc see it all out." Jowdy says bit- 
terly "Th~s was farm country, ood food 
country at one time, and they ruind it." 

LOOW history began 
with rush into WWll 
EDITORS NOTE: These a r e  some 

b&M&U from tbs &year history of 
tbe funusr Lnke Ont.190 Ordnance 
works. 

* Jan. 5, IOCZ: The U.S. government an. 
~ w n c e r  it rill coastruct the 532 million ord. 
nance works for the production of TNT 
Because ofthe nation's sudden entrance mtc 
World War 11. 150 families in Lewiston and 
Porter are given three days to leave their 
bomee on property to be purchased for the 
b t .  

Sep 28, 1942: TNT uctm~ begins, 
only to end nine months with the gov. 
ernmenl's rerret commitment to developing 
m atomic bomb in Oak Ridge, Tenn. 

W: The U.S. Army announces it will 
aw th LOOW site, now covering 7.W 
8 W ,  to stom mmtiOLoDI and chemicds. 

W d : ~ A r m y t r l l u h n l , S l l a a o l t o  
Ube Atorme Enagg CcmmMon and &Is 
5,000 a c r u  to the public. 

August W :  Tbe federal government 
reveals for the f irst time that Manhattan 
Pro' t radioactive waste had been shipped 
to &?site since lS44, and flatly denies any 
biulthbuvdfromthewaatertonge. 

-: * govElPIent u01 m 
raa of eoatmmrted UX)W dte property 
to private interests. hPsent owners include 
the Torn of kwist~n, SCA Chemical Serv- 
lea, whichoperatea huardonswrateland- 
fills there ,  and Steven Wasbuta, who 
operates mnniclpal landfills. 

June LO&: Becbtel National the enerw 
department's consultant, begins ckanGp 
work at the site, primarilp biuyin~ contami. 
mted matnitl  hi eoocreti! fouridaiions. 

November LO&: A study by a research- 
a at th State University of Buffalo tinds 
cu ten  ntea  in Icrirrta! and Porter m 
higher than county, s ta te  and federal 
m s .  

July 11184: Workers begin pumping the 
nsidue fmm tbe tower to a storage area 
half.a.mile away. 

August 1984: In 8 preliminary ennron. 
mental impact statement on the W e .  the en. 
e r  g department estimates moving tbe 
ratioactive material to storage sites m Ten- 
nessee or Washgron stale aouid be ?oze?r 
of tunes more expensive and severai ilrnes 
more dangerous that maintaining the 
material in kw~ston.  

June 26, 1s: Demolition of the tower 
begins. 


	Text1: 200-1e
	Text2: NFSS_08.08_0207_a


